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Walter Crawford—Commodore 

Commodore’s Watch, Bowsprit, April 2012 

What another wonderful month of activities for our members.  With two dinners this 
month, both well attended, including the Friday night dinner which has become a welcome 
change, the cruise, educational class, etc., our members haven’t wanted for anything except 
more favorable weather conditions for our primary mission, enjoying the Corpus Christi 
Bay.   The cruise to Fulton started out as a motor sail to Port A, followed by a sail to Fulton.  
Only a couple boats didn’t make the entire voyage, and stopped off in Port A.  If you didn’t 
make the St. Pat’s Party, you missed another great party at the Club. The educational series 
class on charts and navigation was well attended and new knowledge was obtained by those 
present.  The Bunco and Poker groups are creating new excitement at the Club.  However, 
based on the commotion from the Bunco parlor, the ladies seem to be more enthusiastic.   
The Wine Tasting Party certainly was enjoyable and a good time was had by all.   

April will roll in even more excitement; the weather will be warmer, maybe even hot, and 
we should see nice brisk breezes for wonderful sailing.  Education this month will be on 
docking, which is always a must after sailing, and certainly provides entertainment for 
those on the dock.  April will bring the first Sunfish event of the year, followed by the an-
nual membership meeting.  The planning for the future of the Clubhouse is taking shape, 
and the final planning will be the main focus at the meeting, followed of course with an-
other great dinner and socializing.  Hopefully, the April Cruise will offer the most favorable 
winds on Saturday and again on Sunday for the return home.  Although BYC has yet to be 
the sponsor of scheduled races this year, that will change as summer approaches.  In the 
meantime, we have had plenty of race opportunities through the efforts of our friends at the 
other yachting groups within the Corpus Christi Bay area.   

Thanks to each of our committees for providing a varied and enjoyable membership experi-
ence for all members.  Please be sure to keep the webmaster updated on all events, and of 
course, members are encouraged to upload photos to the site for all to enjoy.   

See you on the water, the piers, and at the Clubhouse.   

Cheers, 
Walt 
Commodore 
S/V Endless Summer  

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/auth/login?why=pw&next=apps%2Fprofile%2FprofilePage%3Fid%3D40216249
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/mapandwidgets.htm
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The 2012 Calendar 

of Events is now 

posted on the BYC 

website. 

Check It Out! 

  BYC Poker Night ** Mar 6th  

     Rear Commodore/Membership News  

Another BYC Poker Night has come and gone. Our Commodore, Walter Craw-
ford, had a run of full houses and trips (3 of a kind), coupled with some notewor-
thy Academy Awards theatrics, to land in first place. Sharon Blair held her own 
and came in second. That left Kevin Kaldenbach and Joe Blair to battle it out for 
3rd place with Joe barely winning by a few dollars. Everyone had an evening of 
entertainment for less than the price of a movie ticket. If you want to learn some-
thing about playing poker come and check out Poker Night at the Bay Yacht Club. 
The very least you will win is an enjoyable evening with other BYC members. 

Wow, do you know what you get with a following current and a tail wind? You get velocities that 
you didn't count on. As a jet pilot, I am comfotable at 600 mph but with the speed that this year is 
progressing, I am not sure I can comprehend the scenery changes.  

This month we have added three new members, Jim Avery, Gary Brown, and Carla Daggett. Carla 
has quickly jumped into the mix helping with a dinner and assisting with the barge relocation 
committee. 

One thing that I have noticed is that some are using the BYC business cards. If I was computer 
literate enough I would insert a copy here. But you are safe I am not, so you will have to pick up 
your cards at the club. I have plenty.  

Over the past weekend, several members presented cards to prospective members. Growing the 
club is somewhat self serving because the more members we have, the smaller potential dues in-
crease we face for the barge relocation. 

So the moral of this story is "talk up BYC". We will meet some interesting folks and bring some 
fantantic experience to the club. In our near future, I hope, is a couple moving their 51" Morgan 
OI from the Chesapeake and another moving a Catalina 400 from San Francisco. More to follow. 

 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/
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St Paddys Day Dinner ** Mar 17th 
Upcoming Events! 

 
April 3rd Poker Night 

 
April 14th Sunfish 

Dinner 
 

April 14th General 
Membership Meeting 

 
April 21st/22nd Port 

A race and Ladies 
Race 

 
April 25th Bunco 

Wednesday 
 

April 21 Club Dinner 
 

April 28th BYC Cruise 
 

Wed Nights MORF 
Races 

Click  for more Photos Chart Reading Course ** Mar 19th 

A wonderful St. Patrick's Day was celebrated at BYC by over 50 members!  A traditional 
Irish dinner of Corned Beef and Cabbage was served along with Irish Potato Cookies 
(watch out Diabetics!), Crème de Menthe Sundaes and Irish Coffee!  We also had a few 
pitchers of green beer thanks to Andy's special bottle.   

It was fun to welcome a few old members back for a visit; John & Joanne Fowler, Stace 
and Liz Gordon, and Celeste Gillies.  John has a past of singing with the group so Al 
Sondren passed out the song books and got things started!  The whole group did a rous-
ing rendition of Danny Boy and then a smaller group took on many of the songs in the 
book.  A great big thanks to Johnnie Huddleston who did most of the food prep and 
cooking!  I think he is now officially on the Social Committee with Cynthia and I!  Chris 
also helped with money handling and clean up after we tried to cut Cynthia's finger off! 
  
Watch your email for further details on our next event! 

This month's Education Seminar was presented by 
Kevin Kaldenbach on the subject of Map Reading. 
With Kerry’s help, he started at the top with beach ball 
visual aids to make sure everyone was on the same 
page from the beginning. Over 20 BYC Members took 
advantage of this very informative talk, quite a few of 
whom were women. No matter the experience level, 
everyone picked up something.  
 
Most of us have all of the modern conveniences, GPS, 
Map Plotters, etc. But, there is no excuse for heading 

offshore on a sailing journey without at least a working understanding of map reading.  
 
Subjects discussed include: Latitude and Longitude in relation to measuring distance on a map; 
Compass deviation vs. variation; Things that can interfere with your compass reading on a boat; 
Scale,; Nautical miles vs. Statute Miles; Degrees/minutes; and the meaning of color on a map.  
 
Several publications were used as reference. We learned of the value of having a set of Pilot 
Charts to show shipping lanes, currents and prevailing winds. Items on hand were: Bowditch, 
Nautical chart Book 1, US Coast Pilot, Notice to Mariners, and Light List. Any of these would be 
handy to have on board while cruising.  

Kevin discussed the different tools necessary for chart plotting: US Power Squadron Course Plot-
ter, Parallel Ruler and divider. Other handy toys, hand held compass and Speed/time/distance 
calculator. A pencil and a good sharpener are necessary.  
 
The group was turned loose with an assignment and small bunches of 2 to 5 people worked it 
out. Chip Spence discussed the possible versions of the correct answer then offered to tell every-
one how to "cheat" to find the answer to the next assignment using the Pilot Chart Book. No fair! 
Everyone had to look it up! The official presentation ended at around 11:30 but many stayed to 
ask questions of Kevin. Thanks to the presenters and to Jackie Potts for putting this all together 
for us.  

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=10840291
http://www.sailnet.com/forums/cruising-liveaboard-forum/38767-nga-pilot-charts-urls-direct-downloads.html
http://www.sailnet.com/forums/cruising-liveaboard-forum/38767-nga-pilot-charts-urls-direct-downloads.html
http://www.amazon.com/American-Practical-Navigator-Bowditch/dp/0939837544
http://www.amazon.com/Chart-No-Symbols-Abbreviations-Terms/dp/0939837560/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1331421729&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=coast+pilot
http://www.amazon.com/International-Marine-Light-Waypoint-Guide/dp/0070343012/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1331421993&sr=1-8
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Click for More Photos 

BYC Cruise Crab Inn **Mar 24-25 

The Best Part Of Belonging To The Bay Yacht Club Is Cruising 

Unlike the January and February cruises, the weather for the 
cruise to Fulton Harbor was near perfection.  Aboard Cabaret 
and Shirley, it was perfection.  There was neither fog nor wind 
for much of the way to the delight of our motoring friends.   

Aboard WindSwept we motored at full speed ahead until we 
reached the Lydia Ann Channel.  With the wind filling in on a 
beam reach we were able to maintain about 5.5 knots with the 
working jib and main.  We even broke out the wine and 
cheese!  Life was good!   In Fulton all the stories were similar 
except many were able to sail the ICW and get under the Aran-
sas Pass bridge.  Thank you to Harry and Linda from Cabaret 
for serving as an impromptu docking committee and hosting 
the happy hour.  I thank them even if they with the help of the 
Marina person did direct me to a slip that was too narrow, re-
sulting in WindSwept being stuck part way into the slip be-
tween port and starboard side pilings.  Several others had 
challenging docking situations.  I’ll let them tell their story.    

Vessels not already mentioned making the cruise include Hail Columbia, No ETA, Sanctuary, 
Star Gazer, Tempest and Remembrance. 

The next cruise is scheduled for April 27-28.  We will cruise to Shamrock Cove or Flato Cut 
depending on the weather. 

Here is another plug for BYC Cruise week.  It will be May 19-28.  The first weekend will be a 
combined race/cruise to Rockport.  Rockport Yacht Club is holding their annual Lighthouse 
Race that weekend.  May 20-25 will be an extended cruise in waters north of Port A.  May 26-
28 we will cruise to Spinnaker Hole for Memorial Day.  You can mix and match which parts of 
this cruise you want to attend. 

Larry 

http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/album?albumid=10741378
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/photo?photoid=152651108
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/photos/photo?photoid=152651109
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Go to Club Calendar on the Website 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

01  02  
03 BYC Poker 
Night  

04 MORF Race, 
5:30 PM  

05 Board Meet-
ing  

06 Full moon  07 Sunfish  

08 Easter  09  10  
11 MORF Race, 
5:30 PM  

12  13 Last quarter  

14 Sunfish Din-
ner General 
Membership 
Meeting  

15  16  17  
18 MORF Race, 
5:30 PM  

19  20  

21 New moon 
Port A Race and 
Ladies Race Din-
ner  

22 Port A Race 
and Ladies Race  

23  24  
25 MORF Race, 
5:30 PM Bunco 
Wednesday  

26  27  28 BYC Cruise  

29 First quarter 
BYC Cruise  

30  
1 BYC Poker 
Night  

2 MORF Race, 
5:30 PM  

3 Board Meeting  4  
5 Rockport Nau-
tical Flea Market 
Pier Party Social  

April 2012 

http://www.3rdcoastcaptains.com/
http://www.hshyachts.com/
http://www.tireandlubeexpress.net/
mailto:bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/
http://kwcoastalbend.yourkwoffice.com/
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164827646&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164827646&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=4
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533852&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533852&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=5
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322390&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322390&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=6
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=7
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322391&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=8
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=11
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533853&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533853&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=13
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=14
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322398&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322399&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322399&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322277&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322277&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322277&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=18
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533854&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533854&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=21
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322283&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322283&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322404&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322404&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=22
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322283&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322283&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=25
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533855&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533855&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322406&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322406&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=28
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322410&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showDay?calID=1665640&year=2012&month=3&day=29
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322410&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164827647&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164827647&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533856&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=115533856&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322285&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322287&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322287&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3
http://www.bayyachtclub.org/apps/calendar/showEvent?calID=1665640&eventID=164322414&next=showMonth%3fcalID%3d1665640%26year%3d2012%26month%3d3

